
Expand SVP/MoS weekends from 6 to 8 - Add 2 September dates 
•  Exploit economies of scale (fixed printing and postage costs) 
•  Potential net gain of $10,000 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POTENTIAL NEW REVENUE SOURCES ON MT. HAMILTON   



Saturday night lodging - 15 Saturday nights – Old Dorm 3rd floor 
•  VIP option (8 Music of the Spheres Saturday nights) 
•  Astrotourists (7 Star Parties on in-between Saturday nights) 
•  Includes Sunday breakfast in Dining Hall 
•  Potential net gain of $9,000, based on 75% occupancy 

Seek sponsors for Old Dorm remodeling , convert Old Dorm 2nd 
floor to four upscale suites. Potential cost >$500k. Will require 
~$25k for engineering and pre-construction studies. 
 



Group camping option at Picnic Grounds coupled with Star Party. 
Potential net revenue, based on 5 nights per summer, $5,000. 

•  Scout groups 
•  Church and nonprofit groups 
•  Friends of Lick Observatory overnight camping event 



Food and beverage service outside MB on summer weekends. 
Potential net revenue, based on 32 dates, $4500. 

•  Cordon off area between 36-inch Dome and flag pole 
•  Requires investment in tables, umbrellas, trash cans 
•  Preparing RFP for distribution to caterers, carts, food vans 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Actively market LO for corporate /organizational retreats and 
other private events.  Potential net revenue $12,000, based on 
four events per year, charging average of $4,000 per event.  

•  Will require initial investment in marketing materials 
•  Labor intensive, especially during start-up period 
•  Could host marketing breakfasts / lunches in valley 















125 Year Lick Observatory Gala 
            Discussion Points 

Combine it with 20 year Keck Anniversary? 
 
Stage it in the Silicon Valley or on Mt. Hamilton? 
 
Opportunity costs of Gala planning / implementation 
 
Potential Political and/or Financial Benefits of Gala 
 
Possible Venues for Gala 
 
 



Display station and exhibit booth ideas:  
- Proof of General Relativity  
- Eclipse exhibit  
- Handling precious artifacts used by famous people  
- Invention of astrophotography; Ross Milky Way images; Keeler images  
- Interstellar dust >> planets   Proto-solar nebula simulation?  
- Lunar laser ranging exhibit; demo corner cube  
- Shane-Wirtanen survey (import Jim Peebles?)  
- Keck: Black hole at galactic center  
- Keck:  Accelerating universe  
- Keck telescope booth  
- TMT telescope display  
- Ask an Astronomer booth  
- Make it funny?  Astrology spoof?  Where was Jupiter when I  
    was born?  Cast your horoscope?  What the Shane was doing the  
    night you were born.  Auction off/sell a memento from each date.  

Ideas for 125 Year Gala 



-Keck construction video  
- APF construction video  
- Education/outreach booth  
- Working adaptive optics display  
- Adaptive optics for your eyes  
- Measure velocity of a distant galaxy using interactive software  
- Fit a planet orbit using interactive software  
- Laurie Hatch photography: she explains stories of her images  
- Videos:  
    - Steve Vogt at APF  
    - Colliding galaxies, Joel Primack  
    - Exploding supernova, Stan Woosley  
-See display ideas at LLB, Tech Museum, Exploratorium, Chabot.  

More Gala Ideas 



Other ideas:  
  - Projectors to show stars on ceiling  
  - Banners  
  - HST AEGIS poster  
  - Old pictures of MH  
      - Same places then and now?  
  - One central huge screen  
  - Modern Meade telescopes, etc.  
      - Bring charts and images of what they are looking at  
      - Is there a planet available?  
      - Telescope looking inside the hall  
      - Galileo replica to look through and compare  
  - Spectrum display with prism and grating  
  - Representatives from international partners?  
  - What it is like to go observing at Keck or Lick  
  - Remote observing with the 40-inch, APF, KAIT, or even Keck?  
   
 



-If Gala at Mt. Hamilton:  
    - 36-in viewing  
    - Lectures  
    - Ride in Shane Prime focus cage  
    - Turn on Shane laser guide star  
  - Auction for artifacts/mementos  
  - Auction for group event at MH  
  - Give prizes to important donors; prizes are LO artifacts  
  - Put on a skit impersonating Shapley Curtis debate  
 

-Advertisements/messages:  
    - You can rent various LO venues  
    - Visitor programs/Staying overnight at Lick  
 



Ideas for guest speakers:  
  - Tim Ferris  
  - Andrea Ghez  
  - Alex Filippenko  
  - Duet: grad student/postdoc and his/her advisor  
 
Invitees:  
  - Local astronomical societies  
  - UC alumni associations  
  - Donor lists  
  - Local and state government  
  - UC officials; President Yudof, Provost Dorr.  
  - Fly the governor in on a helicopter  



Possible Exhibit Themes for Lick Observatory Gala 
                                     by Tony Misch 

1882 Transit of Venus 
The Year 1888 
Early Astrophotography on Mt. Hamilton 
Observing Logs 
Eclipse Expeditions 
Confirmation of General Relativity 
Shane-Wirtanen Survey 
Lunar Laser Ranging 
Lick Observatory in the Vanguard 
Adaptive Optics 
Precision Radial Velocity 
KAIT Supernova Survey 
Laurie Hatch Photography 
Lick Benefactors (Crocker, Hearst, Nickel, et al) 



San 
Jose 
Museum 
of 
Art 



San Jose City Hall Rotunda  



Fairmont Fourth Street 
       Summit Center 





Conduct Gala at Lick Observatory 


