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Visitor Activities at Lick Observatory

• Pack a picnic1 and escape the urban environment
to fresh mountain air. Enjoy the natural setting
and views of Santa Clara (‘Silicon’) Valley and San
Francisco Bay from an elevation of 4200 feet.

• View exhibits explaining how Planets beyond our
Solar System are detected, how Supernovae tell us
about the evolution of the Universe, how we discern
the nature of galaxies and black holes...

• At the Gift Shop, check out Lick Observatory ap-
parel, souvenirs, astronomical photos, posters, edu-
cational toys and other astronomy-related goodies.

• Enter the dome housing the Great Lick Refractor —
until 1897, the largest telescope of its kind. Enjoy
a short talk about Lick history (no charge). Tours
begin at the Gift Shop, on each half hour, starting at
12:30 pm, continuing until 4:30 pm.

• Stroll to the visitor gallery of the Shane Reflector —
from 1959 to 1973, the World’s second-largest tele-
scope. Displays explain the installation and how the
telescope is used to discover extrasolar planets.

• Enquire about public night-time observing op-
portunities via the Summer Visitors Program and
Music Of The Spheres concert series as well as join-
ing the Friends Of Lick Observatory and other spe-
cial programs promoting or commemorating spe-
cific events.

Lick Observatory Appreciates Your Coop-
eration

• Please do not visit out of hours. The Observatory
relies upon minimizing light pollution. At night, ac-
cess is restricted. Gates automatically lock. Parking
on Mt Hamilton Rd/San Antonio Valley Rd (Route
130) is prohibited, except in emergencies.

• Please minimize disturbance by respecting traf-
fic, parking and other notices, preventing fires and
abating noise and litter.

1There are no food facilities (except vending machines) at the
summit of Mt Hamilton.
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Driving Directions To Lick Observatory

Lick Observatory is located at the summit of Mount
Hamilton in the Diablo Range, East of San Jose. There
are no automotive or gasoline services on Mount
Hamilton.

Map data ©2012 Google

From the West (I-101, I-280, I-680): Take Alum Rock
Ave exit (East). From Alum Rock Ave, take Mt Hamil-
ton Rd (California Route 130). Allow 1 hour (25 miles)
from Alum Rock Ave.

From the East: Take I-580 (West) to I-680 (South).
Then follow the directions above. Alternatively, from
I-5, take Patterson exit (West). Turn North-West onto
Puerto del Canyon Rd (California Route 130). At ‘The
Junction bar & grill’, turn South onto San Antonio
Valley Rd (California Route 130). Allow 2 hours (50
miles) from Patterson.

Version: 2012-10-05 (LATEX) Image credits: Lotus Baker.
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University of California Observatories

Lick Observatory
Mount Hamilton, California

Discovering & Sharing the Mysteries of the
Universe from atop Mount Hamilton

Lick Observatory Visitor Center

Memorial Day – Labor Day: Daily, Noon – 5 pm
Otherwise: Thu–Sun, Noon – 5 pm

Telephone: 408-274-5061

Internet: www.ucolick.org/public

Facebook: Lick Observatory, University of California

Free Admission Free Parking

AAA GEM designation: A “must-see”... of exceptional
interest and quality

http://www.ucolick.org/public/visitors.html#exhibits
http://mthamilton.ucolick.org/GiftShop/
http://www.ucolick.org/public/telescopes/36-inch.html
http://www.ucolick.org/public/sumvispro.html
http://www.ucolick.org/public/music.html
http://www.ucolick.org/public/friends
http://thejunctionbarandgrill.com
http://thejunctionbarandgrill.com
http://www.ucolick.org/public
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Lick-Observatory-University-of-California/103147503066015
http://www.aaa.com


AboutLickObservatory

TheWorld’sfirstpermanentlyequippededmoun-
taintopastronomicalobservatory,LickObserva-
torywasAmerica’sfirst‘BigScience’endeavor
anddemonstratedthefeasibilityofsustainedob-
servationsfromanelevatedsite,settingthestan-
dardforsubsequentresearchobservatories.The
pervasive,pioneeringinfluenceandthecontribu-
tionsofLickObservatoryareacknowledgedbyas-
tronomersworldwide.

Begunin1876aspartofthelegacyofwealthyCal-
iforniapropertymagnate,JamesLickandultimately
becominghismausoleum,thishistoricobservatoryhas
beenpartoftheUniversityofCalifornia(UC)sinceit
openedin1888.ServingtheUniversity’stencampuses,
affiliatednationallaboratoriesandover180,000stu-
dents,thisworld-classresearchinstitute,withahistory
ofinnovativeachievements,continuestocontributeto
enormousadvancesinastronomyandleadsthedevel-
opmentofnewinstrumentsandtechniques,aswellas
beinganactivecenterforteachingandpublicoutreach.

LickObservatoryispartofalargerUCentity,theUni-
versityofCaliforniaObservatories/LickObservatory
(UCO/Lick),aMulti-CampusResearchUnitheadquar-
teredatUCSantaCruz(UCSC).Inadditiontooper-
atingLickObservatory,UCO/Lickisamanagingpart-
nerofW.M.KeckObservatoryinHawai’i,supports
theInfraredImagingDetectorLaboratoryatUCLAand
workscloselywiththeCenterforAdaptiveOpticsat
UCSC.TheUCSCheadquartersalsohousesextensive
technicalfacilitiesforthedevelopmentofastronomical
instrumentation.

...........................................................................................................................................

•TheGreatLickRefractorwitha36in(0.9m)aper-
turewasthelargesttelescopeofitskindwhenthe
observatoryopened.

“Apowerfultelescope,superiortoand
morepowerfulthanany...asuitableob-
servatory...promotingscience.”

—JamesLick,DeedofTrust(1874)

...........................................................................................................................................

LickObservatoryFacilities

LickObservatoryhoststentelescopes,plusotherex-
periments.ThesehavekeptUCastronomersatthefore-
frontofresearch,enablingcontributionstovirtuallyev-
eryareaofopticalandinfraredastronomy.

•TheObservatory’sMainBuilding(designedinItal-
ianRenaissancestylebyS.E.Todd)hostsaVis-
itorCenter,theGreatLickRefractorandexhibits,
theLickObservatoryHistoricalCollectionsProject
(preservingartifactspertainingtotheObservatory’s
scientificlife)andtheNickel40in(1m)Reflector
—a‘workhorse’researchandtrainingtelescopefor
UCastronomers.

•ThemostmoderntelescopeonMountHamiltonis
thepurpose-built94in(2.4m)AutomatedPlanet
Finder(APF).Areflectingtelescope,dedicatedto
theburgeoningfieldofextra-solarplanets.

•TheKatzmanAutomaticImagingTelescope
(KAIT)isa30in(0.76m)reflectingtelescope,
dedicatedtothedetectionandstudyoftranisent
phenomena(e.g.Supernovaeandunderstand-
ingtheso-calledDarkEnergyacceleratingthe
expansionoftheUniverse).

•ThelargesttelescopeonMountHamiltonisthe
Shane120in(3m)Reflector,secondonlytothe
HaletelescopeofPalomarObservatoryamongthe
World’slargesttelescopeswhenitbecameoper-
ationalin1960.Inoperationeveryclearnight
oftheyear(exceptChristmasEveandChristmas
Day),thetelescopeisusedbyUCastronomersfor
projectsrangingfromourSolarSystemtodistant
galaxies.

•TheCrossley36in(0.9m)Reflectorwasapre-
scientdesignwhencompletedin1879.In1895,it
wasrelocatedtoMountHamiltonfromYorkshire,
UKwhereitsubsequentlycontributedtorevolu-
tionaryideasofCosmologyandtheBigBang.

•Completedin1936,theTauchmannReflector,with
anapertureof22in(0.56m)wastheWorld’s
largestamateur-builttelescope.

•MountHamiltonhostsaNASACamerasforAllsky
MeteorSurveillance(CAMS)station.

http://www.keckobservatory.org
http://irlab.astro.ucla.edu
http://cfao.ucolick.org/
http://collections.ucolick.org/archives_on_line
http://cams.seti.org
http://cams.seti.org
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